Lesson Activity Ideas

The following are suggested activities, but by no means exhaustive!

Role Play activities

· In pairs, one person tries to pressurize other into stealing a CD from a shop.
· Develop a play showing a shoplifting scenario to show in a school assembly.
· Television news reporting of a theft
· Peer pressure from an individual/group to steal something from a shop.
· A young person has been arrested for shoplifting.  Act out the effects on the family

Discussion activities

· Discuss media advertising – discuss how it influences decisions to want certain goods.
· Discuss – what is the difference if you take a biscuit out of the tin at home or take a CD from a shop?  (Is it Ok? Questionnaire could be used here – see under Resources)
· Debate – one person as the shoplifter (reasons why he/she is doing it), one person as the shopkeeper/parent/teacher/police.  

· Discuss – the owner of small shop is continually being the victim of theft – is it his fault for not having adequate security?  What might happen to the shopkeeper or the shop?

· Re-read a well-known story (e.g. Goldilocks) to initiate discussion about theft.

· Who do the children feel most sorry for?

· What might happen at the end after Goldilocks had run off?

· How will the bear cope?

· How do the bears feel about their house being entered/

· What if the bears are unable to repair the furniture/obtain any more porridge?

Relate this story to a situation in school – i.e. if things are taken which would be needed by the other children in school.

· Debate from the point of view of the victim and offender – is there any difference between stealing from a corner shop or from a large chain store.

· Consider and discuss  – is there a particular time of year when shoplifting is more likely to happen, or when  a particular media event taking place (i.e. a rock concert)

· Look through a variety of newspapers to find articles about theft – discuss the outcomes and consequences

· Discuss - when transferring to the next school, will peer pressure increase and if so, what could you use to help you to stay safe? (P.B. – Early Warning signs)

Written/ ICT Work

· Give a list of the measures taken by shops to prevent theft.
· List things they (the children) want -  divide these into those which are needs, wants, and those which are peer pressure.
· Write a story about peer pressure and the outcomes.

· Make a storyboard to show a shoplifting scenario
· Give definitions of the following words:
· Shoplifting
· Arrested
· Law
· Consequences
· Respect
· Belongings
· Anti-social behaviour
· List the steps that can happen if a store manager decides to prosecute a shoplifter.

· Imagine you’ve had a special item stolen – write a poem about what the object meant to you.

· Compose a questionnaire to ask local shopkeepers what they think about theft in the area and what measures they think might be taken to improve matters.

· List the questions the police would ask the offender.

· Write a story about how you could persuade someone who steals regularly to change their habit.
· A friend gives you a CD as a gift.  It’s not your birthday.  You find out that it has been stolen from a shop.  What do you do/think/ask?
Art/ICT Work

· Make own helping hand and complete the fingers.
· Make a poster to show the consequences of breaking the law.
· Make a flow diagram to show the decision-making process of where you could go to get help.
· Theft at your own school – make a poster to persuade children not to do it.

· Imagine that you are the manager of a shop.  Design your shop-layout to deter shoplifters (to include checkouts, entrances, exits, trolley parking, anti-theft measures).

